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speak with confidence as to the qualities of a case book until he 
has tested it in the classroom, but in this instance we have only 
to compare the book with Professor Gray's to see that Mr. Kales 
has improved that classical collection. The present book contains 
most of Gray's material with much that is new, and is therefore 
the most complete collection in existence upon this subject. Its 
very fullness will enable the individual instructor to eliminate 
according to his taste, and thus permit a freer hand in the treat- 
ment than is afforded by a shorter book. Kales devotes 1449 
pages to matters covered by Gray in 943 much less closely printed 
pages. This he is enabled to achieve by relegating to another 
course topics such as the recording acts, dower and curtesy, which 
his predecessor included in third-year property. 

Aside from the greater wealth of material presented, Mr. Kales' 
book has another advantage over Gray's book, and that is in his 
substantial clarification of the subject by his arrangement. The 
great heads of "Classification of Future Interests" and "Construc- 
tion of Limitations" serve to preserve a sense of form and devel- 
opment in the subject, while the latter especially emphasizes the 
importance of construction which students are likely to minimize. 
A feature of value are the notes which for persons learning their 
future interest law from other books have been made available 
by an index — a desideratum too often omitted from case-books. 
The practitioner will find the book useful because of this mechan- 
ical help. Proper emphasis is given to legislation, and the modern 
view point is preserved by indications of what the law should be 
through the embodiment in the book of proposed legislation, such 
as, for example, Professor Freund's draft of a bill on future 
interests, presented to the Illinois legislature in 1907 and 1909. 
The editor has avoided the Sisyphean taste of presenting the cases 
under the New York system of future interests. 

The book is well printed on good paper, a matter of consid- 
erable importance for many persons. Mr. Kales has wisely pre- 
served a practice of the masters of the case method recently 
neglected by some of their disciples, and has printed with the 
titles of the cases not only the reference to the report and the 
date but also the title of the court. The student is entitled to 
know whether a case was decided at Nisi Prius or in the House 
of Lords, and even reasonably learned lawyers may be at a loss 
to say offhand what courts, "Moo. & Mai." report. 

0. K. M. 

Roman Law in the Modern World. By Charles Phineas 
Sherman. Boston Book Company, Boston, Mass. 3 vols. pp. Lxvi, 
1224. $13. 

This is a history and exposition of Roman Law, written in a 
journalistic style in the tone of a popular lecture. The first volume 
is historical, the second a manual, and the third contains guides 
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to the literature of Roman Law and an index. Each volume has 
a lucid, analytical table of contents which facilitates the use of 
the work. The most valuable contribution is the stupendous num- 
ber of references to authorities in all divisions of Roman Law; 
and the reader who desires to know the books on any matter 
germane to the subject, whether historical or systematic, or rela- 
tive to modern law, may speedily find directions therein. The 
author's original treatment is not always profound, nor his 
criticism acute, nor his statements rigidly exact, but it is inter- 
esting, readable, stimulating and enthusiastic, and for that reason 
his conclusions should not be accepted hastily. The first volume 
gives a facile sketch of the origin and development of Roman Law 
and its possible survivals in modern times; the second is an 
elementary system; and the third, the most valuable of all, a de- 
tailed and exhaustive bibliography of classified references to 
ancient and modern authorities on the topics treated in the first 
and second volumes. The work is valuable but must be used 
with caution. 

W. A. Merrill. 

The Law and Practice in Bankruptcy. By Wm. Miller 
Collier. 11th edition, by Frank B. Gilbert. Matthew Bender & 
Company, Albany, N. Y., 1917. pp. cxxvi, 1671. $12. 

In contrast with the author's task, which in the preface to the 
first edition of Collier on Bankruptcy, published in 1898, is stated 
to be that of a pioneer blazing the way in advance of actual judicial 
interpretation of the bankruptcy act, is the present problem of 
keeping such a book abreast with the decisions of the courts. 
Among the numerous works on bankruptcy, nowhere has this 
problem been so consistently met as by the publishers of Mr. 
Collier's treatise. Eleven editions in twenty years will come close 
to being a record among legal text books. 

As in each of the earlier editions, the sections of the national 
bankruptcy act have been taken as the basis for the discussion of 
the text. The fundamental relation between the law of bankruptcy 
and the provisions of the statute affords considerable justification 
for this departure from the usual analytical treatment of a subject. 
The body of the text has been kept free from extracts from the 
reported cases, which are collected and quoted from in the foot- 
notes. The work as a whole presents a happy combination of 
textbook and annotated statute, one which cannot be termed a 
classic, but the contents of which will prove of value whenever 
a question in the law of bankruptcy is involved. Cross references 
at the commencement of each chapter to connected provisions of 
the act and to analogous sections of the English bankruptcy statutes 
contribute to the convenience of the book. 

W. W. F. Jr. 



